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WHAT TO DO WHEN A 
MUSLIM DIES 



MUHTADAR AND DEATH 
Just before death and what to do immediately after 



EVENTS PRECEDING DEATH 

Muhtadar 

• Who is a muhtadar? 

• What do you do with a muhtadar? 

Talqin 

• What is talqin? 

• Who should recite talqin and when? 

• What should you do after the muhtadar has recited the Shahadah? 



POSITIONING 



TALQIN-REMINDING OF SHAHADAH 

Talqin is to remind the dying, of the Shahadah. 

 

 

 

Ašhadu an lā ilāha illā-llāh, 

 Wa ašhadu anna muḥammadan ʿabduhu wa rasūluhu 

I testify that there is none worthy of worship but Allah and I testify that 
Muhammad is His servant and His messenger. 

 أَشْهَدُ أنْ لا إلََٰهَ إِلاا اللُ  
وَأشْهَدُ أنا مَُُمادًا عَبْدُهُ وَرَسُولهُُ     



WHAT TO DO AFTER THE DEATH 

Procedure for Funeral Arrangements 

The following persons should be contacted immediately when death has 
taken place in the family 

• The family doctor.  

• The local undertaker / funeral directors. 

• The Imam of the local mosque (for ghusl, and Janaazah prayer). 

• Any close relatives. 



WHAT TO DO AFTER THE DEATH 

What to do immediately after the death 

• As soon as a person dies their eyes should be gently closed. 

• Gently press the chin upward while holding the top of the head. Then place a strip 
of cotton under the chin and around the head, tying it firmly at the top. 

• Immediately remove any jewellery such as rings, necklaces, bracelets and nose 
studs. 

• Straighten the limbs carefully and gently. If they will not straighten do not force 
them, as this could cause breakage. 

• Place the toes together and bind the ankles carefully. 

• Do not cut nails or remove unwanted hair from the dead body. 

• Until the time of the dead’s bathing, the body should be covered by a tahir (clean) 
sheet.  



WHAT TO DO AFTER THE DEATH 

What to do immediately after the death cont. 

The people who do the things mentioned on the previous slide should read:  

 

 بِسْمِ الِل وَباِ الِل وَعَلى مِلاةِ رَسُوْلِ الل
 

Bismillahi wa billahi wa alaa milati rasoolillah 

 

In the name of Allah and on the creed, 

religion and faith of Rasulullah. 

 

 



WHAT TO DO AFTER THE DEATH 

What to do immediately after the death cont. 

They may also read 

 

 

 

 

O Allah! Ease upon him, his matters and make light work for him whatever comes 
hereafter and honour him with Your meeting and make that which he has gone to, 
better than that which he came out from.  

Note:  

It is makruh (disliked) to recite the Holy Qur'an near the deceased person’s body 
during the period between death and the ghusl (bath). 



CERTIFICATION 



PREPARING THE KAFN (SHROUD) 

Dimensions for the kafn 

                                           length            width 

•   Lifafah - Outer sheet      8 ft                  5 ft 

•   Izar / Loin Cloth               7 ft                  5 ft 

•   Qamis / Kurta or shirt      5 ft                4/5 ft 

 

The cloth purchased that is to be cut up should 

be approx. 5 ft wide and 20 ft long 



GHUSL 
(BATHING OF THE DECEASED) 



GHUSL OF THE DECEASED 

Check list for washing and shrouding of the dead 

• 3 pieces of clean sheets, preferably white material, cut into the required 
length. 

• 3 thin strips of cotton for tying the shroud. One long enough to go round the 
middle of the body and two shorter ones to secure the ends of the shroud. 

• 2 pieces of thicker material of any dark colour to cover the body while 
washing - Towelling material is recommended. Each sheet should be at least 
one metre squared. 

• 2 large clean towels for drying the body. These should preferably not be 
new, as towels that have been washed absorb moisture better. 



GHUSL OF THE DECEASED 

What to do immediately after the death cont. 

Check list for washing and shrouding of the dead. Cont. 

• 2 pairs of strong rubber gloves. 

• A box of disposable surgical gloves. 

• Cotton wool and Shampoo. 

• Soap and liquid soap in a dispenser. 

• Nail polish remover, if required. 

• 2 pairs of scissors and Masking tape. 

• Camphor and a non alcoholic form of perfume. 

• Bin bags for disposing of rubbish and for taking soiled material and towels to be 
washed. 

• Jug and a large bucket. 



GHUSL OF THE DECEASED 

• The body should be washed in suitable 
premises, e.g. the undertaker’s, mosque 
facilities, etc. 

• The body should be positioned as shown in 
the diagram. 

• All people helping in the washing should 
be wearing rubber gloves or similar. 

Note: the body should be handled very 
carefully as it will be very fragile. 



GHUSL OF THE DECEASED 

• One person should hold the head of the deceased firmly but gently from 
each side, for the rest of the process, to avoid the possibility of breaking the 
neck. (This job should be given to a relative who may not feel confident to 
assist in the washing). 

• Then the washer should begin by covering the body from the neck to the 
ankles with one of the thick sheets. 

• Four people should hold the sheet slightly raised from the body, in order to 
allow the washer and his/her assistants to work unhampered. 

• Remove all excess materials, accessories or medical devices from the body 
as long as there is no damage caused. 

• Make sure all equipment is ready and the water is at the appropriate 
temperature. 



GHUSL OF THE DECEASED 

• The person washing should then press the stomach of the deceased firmly 
but gently and clean the excreta with wet cotton wool. 

• If the person died recently, the head and shoulders can be slightly raised 
while the stomach is pressed to assist the evacuation of any waste materials. 
However extreme caution should be taken, especially in the cases of death 
during childbirth or during an operation, as this can cause excessive 
bleeding from the mouth.  

• If the body has been in cold storage then there is no point in carrying out this 
procedure.  

• The body should then be tilted to the left side, and the area of the back 
passage should be similarly cleaned with flowing water. 



GHUSL OF THE DECEASED 

• The body should then be washed ensuring that not even one hair is 
left dry. 

• All impurities should have been removed leaving no trace. 

• It should then be dried carefully in a way that it is not exposed. 

• Perfume will then be applied 3 times all over the body. 

• The body will then be shrouded according to the sunnah method and 
made ready for burial. 



KAFN 
(SHROUDING OF THE DEAD) 



THE KAFN (SHROUD) 

Dimensions for the kafn 

                                           length            width 

•   Lifafah - Outer sheet      8 ft                  5 ft 

•   Izar / Loin Cloth               7 ft                  5 ft 

•   Qamis / Kurta or shirt      5 ft                4/5 ft 

 

The cloth purchased that is to be cut up should 

be approx. 5 ft wide and 20 ft long 



WHAT TO DO AFTER THE SHROUDING 

WHAT TO DO AFTER THE KAFN 
• With the completion of the ghusl and the Kafn, the Mayyit (deceased 

person) is ready for the Dafn (burial).The Janaazah salaah should be 

arranged without delay. 

• Rasulullah has said, 'If a person passes away, hasten him to his grave and do 

not keep him away'.  

• The Janaazah salaah must be arranged quickly and the Mayyit should be 

buried in the nearest Muslim graveyard (cemetery). To transport the body 

over long distances is undesirable. 

• It is also makruh to delay the Janaazah salaah and wait for the late comers 

to increase the congregation. 

 



WHAT TO DO AFTER THE SHROUDING 

IMPORTANT 
• It is permissible only for the Mahram woman folk of the deceased 

male to see his face. 

• They are his wife, mother, grandmothers, sisters, aunts, daughters and grand 

daughters. The Shariah does not allow any other woman to view the face of 

the deceased male. 

• The face of the dead person should not be kept open after the Kafn is put 

on. 

• The Quran may be recited next to the body before the Janaazah is carried 

away. 



JANAAZAH 
(FUNERAL PRAYER FOR THE DEAD) 



• All those who carry the Janaazah toward the cemetery should recite 

 

 

 

• It is Makruh for those accompanying the Janaazah to recite any du`a 
or ayah of the Holy Qur’an aloud. They may, however, read softly. 

JANAAZAH (FUNERAL PRAYER) 



JANAAZAH (FUNERAL PRAYER) 

• When reading the Janaazah salaah the Imam should stand level with the 
head and shoulders of the dead body of a male, and should stand level with 
the abdomen of a female. 

• As with other prayers, it is necessary for all those in the congregation to face 
the Qiblah. 

• It is mustahab for the number of rows to be odd. 

• Janaazah prayer is very different from other prayers in the sense that there 
are no Ruku or sujud or Tashahhud in it. 

• There is no fixed time for offering this prayer but makruh times must be 
avoided. 

• It has to be offered standing up. 

• Other conditions like purification, facing Qiblah, dress etc. have to be 
observed as in the usual prayers. 



JANAAZAH (FUNERAL PRAYER) 

• Niyyat (intention) 

• Takbeer 1 then Thana 

• Takbeer 2 then Durood Ibraaheem 

• Takbeer 3 then Beseeching forgiveness 

• Takbeer 4 then Salaam 



JANAAZAH (FUNERAL PRAYER) 

Thana 



JANAAZAH (FUNERAL PRAYER) 

Durood Ibraaheem 

O Allah shower Thy Blessings on Muhammad 

and the descendants of Muhammad as Thou 

did shower Thy Blessings on Ibrahim and the 

descendants of Ibrahim; Thou art the 

Praiseworthy, the Glorious. 

O Allah, Glorify Muhammad and the 

descendants of Muhammad as 

Thou did Glorify Ibrahim and the 

descendants of Ibrahim; Thou art 

the Praiseworthy, the Glorious. 



JANAAZAH (FUNERAL PRAYER) 

Beseeching forgiveness 

 

 

O Allah, forgive our people who are still alive 
and who have passed away, forgive those 
who are present here and those who are 
absent, forgive our young and our elderly, 

forgive our males and females. O Allah, the 
one whom you wish to keep alive from among 

us make him live according to Islam, and 
anyone whom you wish to die from among us, 

let him die in the state of Iman (Belief). 



JANAAZAH (FUNERAL PRAYER) 

Du'a for children 

O Allah, make her a means for our salvation, and 
make her a reward 

and treasure for us in the Hereafter, and her an 
intercessor for us, 

one whose intercession is accepted by you. 

O Allah, make him a means for our salvation, and 
make him a reward 

and treasure for us in the Hereafter, and him an 
intercessor for us, 

one whose intercession is accepted by you. 



DAFN 
(BURIAL OF THE DECEASED) 



BURIAL AND FAREWELLS 

Types of grave: 

LAHD: Where the ground and sides of the Qabr are firm, then a recess should 
be dug on the Qiblah side to allow placing the body in the recess. Unbaked 
bricks should preferably be used to close the recess, and made to fit neatly. 



BURIAL AND FAREWELLS 

Types of grave: 

SHIQ: Where the soft nature of the ground does not allow a Lahd to be 
made, then a shallow trench should be dug in the centre at the bottom 
of the Qabr to allow the body to be placed in this trench. Timber may 
be used to cover this. The bamboo or planks must be cut to size and set 
to fit properly in the grave before burial, to avoid last minute 
inconvenience. 



BURIAL AND FAREWELLS 

• After the Janaazah prayer has been offered, the congregation should 
immediately make their way to the grave where the deceased is to be 
placed. 

• It is best practice that the closest relatives of the deceased should enter the 
grave. A husband may not enter the grave of his wife. 

• All those who enter the grave should face the Qiblah. 

• It is Mustahab to hold a sheet over the grave while lowering and burying a 
female. If there is fear of her Kafn opening, then it is Wajib to do so. 

• After placing the body into the recess of the grave it is sunnah to turn it onto 
its right side to face the Qiblah. 

• The strips of cloth tied at the head side, chest and leg side should now be 
untied. 

• The recess should then be covered with unbaked bricks, bamboo or timber. 

 



BURIAL AND FAREWELLS 

• It is Mustahab to begin closing the recess or trench from the leg side 
for males and from the head side for females. 

• All the remaining little openings should be closed with mud or grass. 
The use of any fabric or blankets is unnecessary and wasteful. 

• All those present should participate to fill the grave with at least three 
handfuls of soil. 

• When throwing the first handful in the grave recite: 



BURIAL AND FAREWELLS 

• When throwing the second handful in the grave recite: 

 

 

 

 

• When throwing the third handful in the grave recite: 

 



BURIAL AND FAREWELLS 

• It is Makruh to add more soil to the Qabr than that which was dugout 
from it. 

• The shape of the Qabr when filled should be like the hump of a 
Camel. The height should be approximately 25 to 30 cm. 

• It should not be made square or into any other shape.  

• All types of building sand enclosures on or around the Qabr are not 
permissible. Buildings on the Qabr have been emphatically 
denounced in the ahadith of Rasulullah. 



BURIAL AND FAREWELLS 

• After the burial, the first Ruku’ of Surah Baqarah should be recited at 
the head side of the Qabr, and the last Ruku’ of Surah Baqarah should 
be recited to the leg side:- 

The first Ruku’ of Surah Baqarah and its transliteration 



BURIAL AND FAREWELLS 

The last Ruku’ of Surah Baqarah and its transliteration 



TAZI’AT- SYMPATHISING WITH THE BEREAVED 

It is from the teachings of Rasulullah (S.A.W) that one should console and comfort a Muslim who is in 
distress. Rasulullah (S.A.W) has said: "He who consoles the one in distress shall be rewarded as much 
as the bereaved." 

ONE SHOULD TAKE NOTE OF THESE FEW POINTS: 

One should: 

• Be humble. 

• Express grief. 

• Speak less about worldly affairs. 

• Not joke or laugh. 

• Mention the good acts and deeds of the deceased and abstain from the ill ones. 

Rasulullah (S.A.W) has said, "Mention the good actions of your deceased and abstain from the 
offensive ones." 

• The time for Tazi'at extends for three days after the death. It is makruh to make Tazi'at after this 
period except in cases where one is not present at the Janaazah or when the bereaved is absent. 

• Tazi'at before the burial is permissible. 



GARDENS OF PEACE 



ADULT GRAVES 



CHILDREN GRAVES 

Stillborn babies Infants who were born alive and then died 



Q & A 



JAZAKALLAH FOR ATTENDING 

• Please fill out the evaluation forms that have been provided 

• Any future workshops you would like to see, please note them in the 
comments section. 


